
PRELIM EXAM: Should be taken within first two semesters in the program or completing ���� 
hours whichever is earlier.  Should clear this requirement during first 18 hours (�R�U��1.5 years) 
�Z�L�W�K��at most two attempts. Students who could not pass the prelim by this time will be dismissed 
from PhD program (e.g., transferred to MSIE program).  

���� Requires 3.25 GPA from 700 and above level PhD courses��
���� A 3.5 GPA from 700 and above level WSU PhD courses is required.
���� Portfolio: 

�D�� �&�R�S�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�6�,�7�� �D�Q�G�� �3�2�6�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �D�G�Y�L�V�R�U��

WSU, related��
courses at UG/MS, Scholarly activity)�� �D�Q�G

�G�� 2-page self-�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���S�D�S�H�U���R�Q���3�K�'���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���L�Q��his/her first year and plans for the 
second year.

���� �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���V�X�E�P�L�W�V���W�K�H���S�R�U�W�I�R�O�L�R���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���Z�H�H�N���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�D�P���G�D�W�H�����R�U���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���D�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��
�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U����

���� The content of the first year paper  may vary from student to student, can be one or more of the items��
from the non-exhaustive list below:

�D�� review of  papers on a potential research topic��
�E�� a paper which may reflect the research activities with your advisor (e.g., research report, journal��

paper or extended conference proceeding)��
���� Exams are scheduled �G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N���E�H�I�R�U�H���R�U���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���Z�H�H�N���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�O�O���D�Q�G���6�S�U�L�Q�J���V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V��

�Q�R���H�[�D�P���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�P�P�H�U���W�H�U�P����
���� Student presents the paper in 15 minutes. Advisor and Grad Committee �P�H�P�E�H�U�V��evaluate the 

paper��and��presentation.
���� The committee provides feedback to the student in �W�Z�R �Z�H�H�Ns��
���� A student who does not have an advisor is assessed over 90 points (i.e., would lose 10 points for not��

having an advisor)��
������All papers will be submitted to safe assignment tool for plagiarism. If there is plagiarism, �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O��

�K�D�Y�H��automatic fail�L�Q�J���J�U�D�G�H��and dismissal from the program (i.e., no second chance).



PhD Prelim Rubric 
WRITING CONTENT  

Poor Excellent 

Objective and 
motivation 

Does not adequately 
convey topic. Does not 
describe subtopics to be 
reviewed or studied. 
Lacks adequate thesi






