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Wichita State University School of Music 
Voice Department Handbook 

  
Updated: November 2022 (version 4.6) 

  

INTRODUCTION 

  
The Voice Department Handbook is designed to give those taking applied voice the resources to navigate 
the system. Included are explanaFons of how things should be done, requirements and helpful 
informaFon to make your vocal studies efficient and enjoyable. 

VOICE DEPARTMENT FACULTY 

o Alan Held, Voice Area Chair, Ann & Dennis Ross Faculty of DisFncFon in Opera, Director of 
Opera, Professor of Voice  

o Dr. Pina Mozzani, Professor of Voice 

o Dr. CrisFna Castaldi, Associate Professor of Music 

o Michael Sylvester, Associate Professor of Music 

o Dr. Ryan Beeken, Director of Choral AcFviFes, Professor of Choral Studies 

o Dr. Tom Wine, Director of Music EducaFon, Professor of Music 

o Michele A. Sylvester, Instructor of Voice 

Faculty biographies can be found online here. 

The members of the voice faculty are here to help you. If you have a problem or an issue, please contact 
the appropriate faculty member for assistance. 

COURSE NUMBERS 

 Various course numbers are used for applied voice lessons. These course numbers designate the division 
(lower, upper or graduate) and credit hours (1, 2 or 4). 
  
The final number of the course number indicates the credit hours of that parFcular course (i.e., MUSA 
232 is for 2 credits, while MUSA 234 is for 4 credits). A 2 credit hour course equals one 30-minute lesson 

/profiles/academics/fine_arts/music/index.php
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each week, and a 4 credit hour course equals two 30-minute lessons each week. Individual professors 
may offer addiFonal Fme for each lesson or combine lessons F
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o In Applied Voice, the CRN indicates the specific professor with whom you will study.  EssenFally, 
the CRN puts you in a specific teacher’s studio. !"#$%&'()$%*"(*%*"'%+,-%./0%1'2#$*'1%0)3'1%#$%
4'1.%#&5/1*()*6%

o If in the registraFon process it is unclear which CRN you should use, please contact your 
designated teacher or the SOM Admissions Advisor, Trang Bui, for help. 

o The CRNs change from semester to semester. If you register for the wrong CRN it can be changed 
without too much difficulty, but it is becer to get it right from the beginning.   

STUDIO/TEACHER ASSIGNMENT 

The Voice Area Chair, in consultaFon with the Voice Faculty, will assign students to specific studios. Voice 
students may request a parFcular professor. Normally, the Chair will try to honor those requests with the 
professor’s agreement and studio availability. At the compleFon of the semester jury, a review of studio 
placement may be conducted. Students may be reassigned at that Fme to other studios upon faculty 
consultaFon. 

JURIES 

o At the end of each semester, all voice majors (BM, BME and two-credit hour BA degrees) are 
required to perform a Jury, which is essenFally a final exam in voice. The only excepFons are 
those who have presented a Senior or Graduate Recital in that semester. 
o Prior to the Jury, students must register using the online jury system (a link will be emailed to 

you prior to juries), during which the student will: 
• Select the date, Fme, and length of the jury (coordinate this with your accompanist) 
• Create a repertory list by including ALL works they have studied that semester and 

noF
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JURY REPERTOIRE REQUIREMENTS 

BACHELOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION – VOICE EMPHASIS

BME candidates, with voice as their 
principal instrument, must 
successfully complete a minimum of 
four semesters at the 232Y level and 
3 at the 432Y level

Pieces  
to be 

Prepared

Memorized 
for Juries

Pieces Heard Languages 
Required

Level I (MUSA 232Y): This is the entry 

Level for all undergraduate majors pursuing the 
BME with voice as the principal instrument. Each 
student should demonstrate technical progress 
regarding breath management and tone 
producFon.

5 3 2 English 
Italian

Level II (MUSA 232Y): Each student should 

demonstrate proficiency in singing in Italian, 
knowledge of Baroque & Classical style, technical 
progress regarding breathing, support, as well as 
resonance and development of range.

6 
 

4 2 
(3 if applying for 

400 level standing)

English 
Italian 
German

Level III (MUSA 432Y): Each student 

should demonstrate proficiency in singing in 
German, knowledge of RomanFc style and 
technical progress regarding freedom of tone and 

resonance. A majority of jurors and the student’s 
voice teacher must concur that the student 
possesses the technical skill and musicality to 
successfully perform 
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MASTER OF MUSIC EDUCATION - VOICE EMPHASIS 

 Pieces  
to be 

Prepared

Memorized 
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 ADVANCEMENT TO JUNIOR STANDING 

Junior standing is a prerequisite for enrolling in the 432Y and 434Y Applied Voice for the BM major and 
prior to the scheduling of the Junior Recital. BME students must gain Junior Standing prior to scheduling 
a senior recital. ConFnuing students and Transfer Students who have achieved performance skills 
appropriate for the Junior-level study will be designated with Junior Standing. For conFnuing students, 

 PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATE 

 Pieces  
to be 

Prepared

Memorized 
for Juries

Pieces 
Heard

Languages 
Required

The student should demonstrate 
competency for a performance-
oriented career. The student should 
have proficiency in singing in foreign 



/academics/fine_arts/music/currentstudents.php#degree
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discreFon, use the F

/academics/fine_arts/music/ensembleopera.php
/academics/fine_arts/music/ensemblechoirs.php
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