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Cautions  
 

�x False-negative cultures can be caused by low numbers of organisms, prior 
antimicrobial treatment, or the fastidious nature of the infective organism. 

 

�x False-positive cultures can result from contamination of the specimen with 
skin microbiota. 

 

�x This order is generally reserved for those body fluids normally considered 
‘sterile’, outside of cerebral spinal fluid and urine, which have their own 
orders. 
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