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PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
 

Academic 
!

:+67+&2';&2&$'<%+=$#*+&>?'@2%*2*?'<%+&$.';&2&$*''
Department of Political Science 
Full Professor (2018-present) 
Associate Professor (2012-2017) 
Assistant Professor (2005- 2011) 
!

<%+=$#*+.2.'.$';23212%62, Spain, Instituto de Iberoamérica 
Visiting Professor (fall 2014) 
Programa de Estudios Abiertos (Open Studies Program for Graduate Students) 
Course: Public Opinion, Democracy and Political Behavior in Latin America 
!

A2%.$#B+3&'<%+=$#*+&>, Tennessee, United States 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
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Other Academic Appointments (Research and Administration) 
!

Wichita State University:   
Undergraduate Advisor, Department of Political Science (2018-2019). 
Interim Chair of the Political Science Department (2011). 
Graduate Faculty Member (2007-present).  
Coordinator of the Latin American and Latinx Studies Certificate (2021-present). 
 
Vanderbilt University:  
Research Coordinator for the Latin American Public Opinion Project, LAPOP (2004-2005). 
 
Association for Social Research (Asociación de Investigación y Estudios Sociales - ASIES), Guatemala:  
Senior Researcher in the Political Research Department (2000-2004)   
Coordinator of the Political Research Department (1992-1997) 
 
University Rafael Landívar, Guatemala:  
Associate Dean of the School of Political and Social Sciences (1989-1991) 
Chair of the Political Science Department (1990-1991) 

Other Professional Employment 
!

Supreme Electoral Tribunal of Guatemala and Organization of American States (OAS):  
Secretary General of the Commission for Electoral Reform derived from the Peace Accords (1997). 
!

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala:  
Deputy Director of the Department for North America (1988-1991). 
!

Ministry of Urban and Rural Development of Guatemala:  
Program Officer in the Department for International Cooperation (1986-1987). 
!

Save the Children Alliance Guatemala (Alliance of European and American Save the Children organizations): 
Assistant to the Director (1981-1985). 
!

Consultant in short-term projects with the following organizations (1997-2016): 
 

• 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 

Journal Articles  
!

“Determinantes de la confianza en las elecciones en América Latina” (Determinants of Trust in Elections in 
Latin America). Revista Elecciones, forthcoming July 2024. 
!

“Can Latin American Political Culture Help Save Democracy?” in LASA Forum
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“La Ciencia Política en Guatemala: el reto de la consolidación como disciplina independiente” (Political 
Science in Guatemala: 
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“From Peace to Democratization: Lessons from Central America” in Contemporary Peacemaking, Conflict, 
Peace Processes and Post-war Reconstruction. John Darby and Roger McGinty, Editors. 
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“The Risk of Democratic Backsliding During the Pandemic in Latin America.” Albert Hirschman Center on 
Democracy, Switzerland. May 2020)!!"##$%&''((().2+90+#1-,%#-#0#1)*"'*/::0,-*+#-/,%',1(%'2-%6391:/*2+#-*35+*6%7-9-,.37+#-,3+:12-*+3902-,.3$+,91:-*   
 

Version in Spanish: El riesgo de retroceso democrático durante la pandemia en América Latina, 
Agenda Pública in El País. May 2020)!
!"##$%&''+.1,9+$057-*+)17$+-%)*/:',/#-*-+'@=BB>'2-1%./321#2/*1%/391:/*2+#-*/3+:12-*+37+#-,+3902+,#13$+,91:-+  

 
“Latin American democracy may be in trouble. The protests are a symptom of increasing mistrust.” The 
Monkey Cage in The Washington Post, December 9, 2019.  
"##$%&''((()(+%"-,.#/,$/%#)*/:'$/7-#-*%';<@D'@;'<D'7+#-,3+:12-*+,391:/*2+*43:+43513#2/05713$2/#1%#%3+213%4:$#/:3-,*21+%-,.3:-%#20%#'!!!
!

“Does Latin America Face a Legitimacy Problem?” (¿Afronta América Latina un problema de legitimidad?) 
Agenda Pública in El País. October 31, 2019)!"##$%&''+.1,9+$057-*+)17$+-%)*/:',/#-*-+'@=DB;'+?2/,#+3+:12-*+37+#-,+3$2/571:+371.-#-:-9+9  
  !
“Guatemala: Elections in a Fragile Democracy” (Guatemala: elecciones en una democracia frágil) Agenda 
Pública de El País. 
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“Iran is not Highly Trusted in the Western Hemisphere” in Insights No. 91/2013. Latin American Public 
Opinion Project (LAPOP), Vanderbilt University. With Dexter Boniface. Also published in Spanish. 
"##$&''((()8+,9125-7#)190'7+$/$'-,%-."#%'EICD@1,M8;)$9?!!
!

“Guatemala’s Democracy in Jeopardy,” in FOCAL Point, Canadian Foundation for the Americas, August 2003, 
Vol. 2, No. 8. 
!

Monographs 
!

Cultura política de la democracia en Guatemala y en las Américas, 2017: Un estudio comparado sobre 
democracia y gobernabilidad (Nashville and Guatemala: Vanderbilt University, USAID, ASIES. 2018). 
 

 English version (2019): The Political Culture of Democracy in Guatemala and the Americas, 2017:  
 Comparative Study on Democracy and Governability.  

 "##$%&''((()8+,9125-7#)190'7+$/$'.0+#1:+7+'NG;<@A3@>MO0+#1:+7+MP/0,#24MQ1$/2#MR,.7-%"MS=M<;)<@)@DMTM<;)@C)@D)$9?!!

 
Cultura política de la democracia en Guatemala y en las Américas, 2014: Gobernabilidad democrática a 
través de 10 años del Barómetro de las Américas (Nashville and Guatemala City: Vanderbilt University, 
USAID and University Rafael Landívar. 2015).  
 

English version: The Political Culture of Democracy in Guatemala and the Americas, 2014: 
Democratic Governance across 10 Years of the AmericasBarometer. "##$&''((()8+,9125-7#)190'7+$/$'.0+#1:+7+)$"$! 

!

Cultura política de la democracia en Guatemala y en las Américas 2012: Hacia la igualdad de oportunidades. 
X Estudio de cultura democrática de los guatemaltecos. (Nashville and Guatemala City: Vanderbilt University, 
USAID and ASIES, December 2012). 

 

 English version: The Political Culture of Democracy in Guatemala and the Americas in 2012: Towards 
 Equality of Opportunity. Tenth Study of Democratic Culture of Guatemalans. 
 "##$&''((()8+,9125-7#)190'7+$/$'.0+#1:+7+)$"$!

!

Consolidación democrática en las Américas en tiempos difíciles: Guatemala 2010. IX Estudio de cultura 
democrática de los guatemalt

!
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La cultura de
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PRESENTATION OF SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Invited Presentations (International) 
' 

• Keynote Speaker (Inaugural Conference) at X Central American Congress of Political Science. Panama 
City, Panama. September 2023. 

• Invited Panelist. “The Perception of Democracy in Latin America.” Interviewed by TV Program Razón de 
Estado in NTN24 (TV Program transmitted throughout Latin America). 

•
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• Invited member of delegation to visit several cities in Germany for the program Migration policies for 
representatives from the public, private and academic sector, with emphasis on Mexico and Central 
America” organized by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of Germany. September, 2015. 

• Invited Speaker. Presentation: International Experiences-Lessons from the Peace Process in Guatemala. 
Seminar Lecciones y desafíos para la transición hacia la paz en Colombia (Lessons and Challenges for the 
Transition to Peace in Colombia). Organized by Universidad EAFIT. Medellín, Colombia, 2015.  

• Invited Keynote Speaker. Presentation: Anti-Americanism in Latin America. University of Deusto. 
College of Social Sciences. Bilbao, Spain, October 2014. 

• Invited Panelist. Presentation: Channeling Distrust and Contestation. Conference Ethics in Democracy II, 
organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Canada, the Centre d’Éthique de l’Université de Montréal 
and the Centre for Ethics at the University of Toronto, FUSADES and FUNDE. San Salvador, El Salvador, 
November 2009. 

• Invited Panelist. Presentation: The Impact of Crime on Democratization in Central America (in Spanish). 
Seminar Democracia en América Latina: Repensando sus Desafíos (Democracy in Latin America, 
Rethinking the Challenges), organized by the Catholic University of Chile and the United Nations 
Development Program. Santiago, Chile, August 2008. 

• Invited Panelist. Presentation: Electoral, Human Rights and Media Assistance to Post-Conflict 
Guatemala. Workshop Democratic Transitions in Post-Conflict Societies: Building Local Institutions, 
organized by the Netherlands Institute of International Relations, Clingendael. Netherlands, 2004. 

• Invited Panelist.  Presentation: Indicators of Democratization in Post-Conflict Guatemala. Seminar The 
Challenge of Democratic Transitions in Post-Conflict  Situations: Applying Lessons from the Past to Future 
UN Peacemaking and Peacebuilding, organized by the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research. Geneva, Switzerland, March 1999. 

Invited Presentations (United States)!

• Panelist. Hudson Institute. “Latin America’s Democratic Recession.” December 2023 (virtual) 
• University of Illinois and University of Maryland. 
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• Invited Speaker to the discussion of the movie ‘South of the Border’, organized by Wichita State 
University and the Peace Center, Wichita, February 2011. 

• Invited Panelist. Presentation: The Geopolitical Origins and Evolution of Guatemala’s Strategic Culture. 
Workshop Strategic Culture Study of Guatemala, Florida International University’s (FIU ARC), in 
collaboration with the United States Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) and FIU’s Latin American and 
Caribbean Center (LACC). Florida International University. Miami, May 2010. 

• Invited Keynote Speaker. Lecture: Financing Democratic Change. Saul O’Sidore Memorial Lecture Series 
2007-2008, Exploring Democracy at Home and Abroad, organized by the University of New Hampshire. 
Durham, February 2008. 

• Panelist at the Roundtable Meeting UN and Democracy Assistance: A New Strategy? Organized by the 
United Nations Development Program and the International Peace Academy. New York, September 
2007. 

• Invited Panelist. Presentation: Negotiations and Political Reintegration of Armed Opposition Groups in 
Guatemala and El Salvador.  Seminar Negotiations with Armed Oppositions to the State, organized by 
the Naval Postgraduate School. Monterey, California, August 2007"!

• Invited Panelist. Presentation: Democracy in Guatemala and El Salvador: An Uneven Performance. 
Symposium Prospects for Democracy in Latin America, organized by the University of North Texas. 
Denton, April 2007.!!!

• Invited Discussant at the Conference Candidate Indicators for the United Nations Development Program 
Democracy Support Index organized by Vanderbilt University. Nashville, May 2006. 

• Invited Speaker. Presentation: Women Political Leaders in Latin America, in the event Women Political 
Leadership and National Power at Wichita State University, 2006. 
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(#+%6+E23' K%=$*&+92&)# of the comparative research project Consolidating Peace and Democracy: A 
Comparative Case Study of Guatemala and El Salvador. I coordinated a team of five Central American 
researchers. Funded by:  International Development Research Center of Canada, IDRC. 2003-2006. The 
project was done through ASIES, but I prepared the proposal and coordinated all aspects of the project. 
 

(#+%6+E23' K%=$*&+92&)# for Guatemala of the comparative research project Democratic Transition in Post-
Conflict Societies, Building Local Institutions. I coordinated a team of four Guatemalan researchers. Funded 
by The Netherlands Institute of International Relations - Clingendael Institute. 2003-2004. The project was 
done through the Guatemalan research center ASIES, but I prepared the proposal and coordinated all 
aspects of the implementation and evaluation of the project. 
 

(#+%6+E23' K%=$*&+92&)# of the survey research project The Democratic Values of Young Adults and School 
Teachers in Guatemala. Funded by: The SOROS Foundation of Guatemala 2002-2003. The project was done 


