




Building on Root Words

s students began preparing to take the 
Graduate Record Exam (GRE), they must become 
familiarized with vocabulary words: root/prefixes, 
antonyms and synonyms. Below are some 
examples of prefixes with their meanings and an 
example:

a, ab not, without apathy, anemia

ab away from absent, abstain, 
aberrant

clud, clus, claus to close include, 
reclusive,

claustrophobia

dyn, dyna power dynamic, 
dynamite, 
dynasty

mis bad, badly misinform, 
misinterpret, 
misnomer, 

mistake

mit, miss to send transmit, 
permit, missile, 

missionary, 
remit, admit

phon sound telephone, 
phonics, 

homophone, 
microphone

retro backwards retrorocket, 
retrospect, 

retrogression, 
retroactive

sect cut intersect, 
transect, 

dissect,  section

vert, vers to turn convert, 
revert, versatile, 

vertigo

To get a full list of root/prefexes, visit
http://www.virtualsalt.com or 
http://webster.commnet.edu.

Source: http://www.virtualsalt.com/roots.html
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s students consider options on what type of doctoral studies they want to pursue, many 
find themselves struggling between two or three areas of concentration or disciplines. Many 
graduate programs are now offering Interdisciplinary Programs as an option for getting the 
doctorate. The Interdisciplinary PhD provides the students opportunities for creative 
academic programming and research that cross the boundaries of traditional disciplines. 
Instead of being supported by an individual department, school or college, each student’s 
program is administered by a faculty committee, which represent the chosen disciplines. For 
example, the MD/PhD and the JD/PhD are examples of popular dual degrees. However, more 
universities are realizing that there are “complimentary” disciplines in which students can 
combine to achieve unique research experiences. The following is a small list of 
universities that offer Interdisciplinary Programs: (source: Marquette University, College of 
Communication 2004. http://www.mu.wdu/comm/grad/interdisciplinary.html)

, John Jay College of Criminal Justice
  Specializations include: criminology and deviance, forensic psychology, law  
  and philosophy, public policy and organizational behavior (can be tailored   
  made)
  www.jjay.cuny.edu 

 , School of Graduate Studies: 
 Interdisciplineary PhD Programs 
  Too many possibilities to list!
  www.umkc.edu/sgs

 , Kennedy School of Government, PhD in Government and 
 Social Policy and PhD in Sociology and Social Policy
  These programs are designed for students whose research interests embrace 


